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PreK 
This month in UPK the students were remote learners for the first time this year and they did a 
great job!  They also had another new friend join them, CANDY CANE, their elf on the shelf!  
They learned a lot about Candy Cane the eld and what Christmas is all about.  Students also 
learned about other holidays that are celebrated around the world and all of the traditions that our 
families celebrate, such as wearing Christmas jammies, making cookies and spending time with 
each other.  They have also learned a lot about shapes, both 2D and 3D!  As the month continues, 
students will continue to count down the days until their holiday party and pajama movie day!  
The students in UPK would like to wish everyone a HAPPY HOLIDAY! 
 
Kindergarten 
December brings magic and excitement to Kindergarten at Akron Elementary School.   
This month brought a chance for the students to travel around the world and learn about how 
different cultures celebrate during the month of December.  Although it was virtual this year, the 
students had a chance to travel to France with Mrs. DeTine, to India with Miss Drum, to Sweden 
with Mrs. Fleming, and to Germany with Mrs. Martino.  They also learned about the Jewish 
traditions celebrated during Hanukkah with Mrs. Gehl.  Classes took some time to read holiday 
and Christmas books, make seasonal crafts, and play some Christmas games!  It is always such a 
joy to see the magic of Christmas through the eyes of a child! 
The kindergarteners have also been working hard to learn about story elements, such as 
character, setting and plot during whole group reading, shapes and measurement during their 
math block, and writing a sentence during Writer’s Workshop.  They continue to practice their 
foundational skills of letter names and sounds and are beginning to apply this knowledge to 
reading!  It is amazing to see how much they have grown in such a short period of time! 
 
Grade 1 
First grade students have been intrigued by the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt.  
They have learned many fascinating facts about cuneiform and hieroglyphics as a way to 
communicate with others.  Pyramids and mummies have been interesting topics also!  This year 
the first grade classrooms are using a program called Words Their Way to study words.  Word 
study teaches students to examine words to discover the regularities, patterns, and conventions of 
the English language in order to read, write, and spell.  Students also continue to work through 
math Module 1 as they learn different ways to make 10.  Module 2 will connect this concept by 
introducing students to the concept of decomposing and composing numbers when adding and 
subtracting.  The idea is to look for “the ten” to allow for addition and subtraction.  First graders 
hope that everyone has a very happy, socially distanced holiday season! 



 
Grade 2 
Second grade teachers are very proud of their second grade students!  They truly showed 
determination as they worked VERY well at home when our hybrid students went totally remote!  
Throughout December, students will be focusing on main idea and details in their reading and 
writing.  They are also learning about Hanukkah and Christmas customs around the world.  
These mathematicians are using what they have learned about place value to add and subtract 
greater numbers and to begin regrouping. 
 
Grade 3 
Third graders are currently completing their math Module 2 by working with rounding and 
addition/subtraction measurements with rounding.  Module 3 will begin soon with continued 
multiplication practice which introduces multiples of 6, 7, 8, and 9.  ELA lessons find the 
students completing their work with The Chocolate Touch.  Third graders have also been using 
the writing process to complete their letters to Santa.  They are also making special gifts for 
important people in their lives. 
 
Grade 5 
Fifth grade students have been working very hard this month.  They are finishing their math unit 
on long division and are using estimating to help them become more proficient with long 
division problems that have larger divisors and dividends.  Classes are also completing their 
novel, Firegirl, this month.  They will be completing a choice board project where they can 
choose a project from multiple modalities that most interest them.  They will be completing a 
Reader’s Theatre, where students act out one of the chapters.  Social studies classes are finishing 
their unit on ancient civilizations.  These young scientists just finished discovering that all stars 
are all around us in every direction at all times.  However, we can’t always see them because the 
brightness of the only star in our solar system, the sun, overwhelms the light from the other stars.  
Students are now exploring why the sun is not up all of the time. 
 
 


